I mportance and Purpose of Two Years Correspondence Cour se
of Sikh Studies: SGPC Amritsar

It is historical fact that today the Sikh religi@itains the remarkable and

honorable place among the major religions of theldvdn fact Sikhism is a universal

religion which unites all human beings, worship Carel only One God-Ek-Onkar

and also recognise the human race as one. AccoraiGgirbani for a Sikh the entire

mankind of this world is veritably a place to praetdharma in its real perspective.
Due to that Sikh history, culture, music and Bainbd Guru Granth Sahib attracting

the researchers and academicians all over the wenmtdn last two decades even Sikh
Philosophy have also achieves higher place in tdaglemic field. Now Sikh Studies

stands as the significant and necessary part afutreeulum of religious studies in the

prominent universities of the world.

No doubt advancement in Science and Informationhiielogy makes life
easier and luxurious with new inventions. The modaan becoming more interested
in materialistic gains and sought to build for hetfisa kingdom of heaven on earth.
But these advancements also added frustrationdifyftand infirm man’s faith in
religious dogma. Man is becoming unable to overctimese problems leading more
frustrations, hypertension and forcing them to cansuicide.

| am sure that Bani of Sri Guru Granth Sahib Jpsig¢he modern man to
overcome these problems. Gurbani provides propeaguae to the balanced daily life
under the shadow of Shabad Guru. Sri Guru GrankibSh enshrines the values of
universal brotherhood and harmony. It shows theifgppath to the people of all
walks of life surpassing all barriers of countrée®l creeds.

Sikhism is the youngest faith of the modern wolldvas founded by Sri Guru
Nanak Sahib Ji about five centuries ago. The whalaankind is the offspring of the
same singular Supreme Being hence they can not idded in four varnas
(Brahaman, Khatris, Vaish and Sudar) or dubbedigis &r low, rich or poor, and
superior or inferior in the society. All the Sikihi$es have been opened in the four
directions signifying welcome to the whole humardym every quarter of the world.
Loving devotion for God and ever seeking the Gracdhe creedal essence of
Sikhism. Living, based on honest labour, servicem@nkind and morality are as
essential as praying to earn God’'s Grace to ast@vation. Thus for a Sikh to love a

human being is to love for God. Basically Sikhissnthe harbinger of peace. Clash
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between civilizations is looming large in the mirafsvorld community. To eradicate
this problem it is must that the spiritual valuesvé to be propagated to unite the
world community. To achieve this goal, spirit ofoglwvill and co-existence have to be
inculcated in the inner self of humanity.

Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee alwaysretageducate whole
humanity regarding the teachings of Sri Guru Gr&uhib ji. To fill up the desires of
the seekers Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Commitigates correspondence
course in Sikh Studies. We are fully aware aboeithiinsy schedule of students and the
common man. This course provides basic informa#ibaut Sikh History, Gurbani,
Sikh Culture, Sikh Code of Conduct, Gurmat Sangeet at the doorstep of every
student. The course is already in progress in @m@nd Hindi language. Near about
3000 students have got admission in it. Keepinmiind the demand of Non-Punjabi
Hindi students we have decided to extend this spoedence course in English
languages also.

To achieve the goal with modern techniques in atioc we got services of
Dr. Jasbir Singh Sabar, who retired from Guru NabDak University, Amritsar after
serving more than 34 years. Prof. Sabar is renov@ied Scholar in the field of Sikh
Studies.

Now this two years correspondence course of Sikidi& is open for every
human of the world relating to any religion, casged or class etc. | congratulate all
the students who come forward to join this counsé appeal to all sikh family to
avail this golden chance.

(Avtar Singh)
President,

Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee,
Sri Amritsar.



Rules and Requlations

Duration of this Correspondence Course of Sikh B8t two years.

. The Course includes Sikh History, Sikh LiteratuBkh Philosophy, Gurmat

Sangeet, Sikh Code of Conduct (Rehat Maryada) etc.

3. There are total eight papers which will be coveretivo years.

10.

11.

12.
13.

14.

Registration fee is Rs. 100 (for Indians), £ 20 &h8.$ 30 (for abroad students

or foreign nationals) once for all.

Registered candidates will receive Prospectus,yStlaterial etc. free of cost by
post. Moreover there will be no examination feeany other charges related to
this course.

Related Study material will be prepared by renow8eHolars of Sikh Studies in
a very simple and precise, but in meaningful form.

Questionnaires will be sent to the students by dfise and after solving it they
are required to return them at their own cost.

To promote the knowledge and update it, we will diort Personal Contact
Programmes (PCPs). In these Programmes lecturésbevidelivered by well
learned Scholars of Sikh Studies.

PCPs may be for 2 to 4 days. Traveling will be mhagéehe students at their own
cost. Dharam Parchar Committee may make some amaags for langar (Free
Kitchen) in Gurudwaras.

PCPs will be conducted at the appropriate timeiddgk, Sundays and vacations
will be included in the PCPs schedule.

These PCPs will be conducted in Punjab, HaryanmsRen, M.P., H.P. states &
state headquarters of India. Students from abro#idhave to come India to
attend the PCPs if the number of students are bdlo in their respective
countries or cities. All the students have to lhaarexpenses to attend these PCPs
at different centers in India and abroad.

Students must complete 80% attendance in their PCPs

Course is open for Matric to M.A. students. It gea for Medical, Non-Medical,
Science, Arts, Engineering, Information Technolegy. faculties.

Course is also remains open for householders, éssmmen & women, servicemen
& women and housewives above the age of 20 and ningst know Punjabi or

Hindi upto read and written level to understand thily well.
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There is no any upper age bar, no discriminatiogesfder, caste, creed, religion
etc. Course is remain open for every human beirtgeofvorld.

At present medium of course is Punjabi and Hindi amay be available in
English from 2011.

For more information contact Dr. Jasbir Singh Salairector, Two Years
Correspondence Courses of Sikh Studies, Dharanh&a@ommittee (S.G.P.C.),
Sri Amritsar. Contact no. are 0183-2553962, 9888486 (Time 10.00 a.m. to
4.00 p.m.)

Disputes relating to any matter regarding this Geuthe orders passed by the
President, S.G.P.C., Secretary, Dharam Parchar @temand Director,
Correspondence Courses of Sikh Studies will begfiodi final.

Examination will be held in the month of Decembeery year.

The main purpose of this Course is to provide autbeand basic knowledge of
Sikhism.

There are four papers in each year as per syllatish is already mentioned in
prospectus.

Pass marks in each paper is minimum 35% and aeggty level 40% in each
year.

Candidates achieving 60% and above marks stangsdgivision, 50% and above
stands in lind division and 40% and above standBrohdivision.

There is no provision for re-evaluation or rechagknf any paper.

Successful candidates will be awarded with a ceaté from Dharam Parchar
Committee (S.G.P.C.), Sri Amritsar.

Moreover such institutions who motivate their stidefor this course will also
got special honour.

Examination dates will be announced one month ambvaim the leading
Newspapers. Examination centre, Roll No. and exatwin instructions etc. will
be sent to the students through post 15 days advemn the date of exam.
Candidates who secure Ist, lind and Ilird positiovi be honoured with Rs.
7100, 5100 and 3100 respectively. Besides, firgtdsition holder candidates will

also be honoured with Rs. 1100 each.



Syllabus

Note :
1. There are eight papersin total. Four papersin first year and four papersin
second year.
2. Each paper carry 100 marks. Pass marksin each paper is35% and 40%
aggregate in each year.
First Year
Paper | : Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji: Basic Infor mation
Paper Il History of Sikh Gurus: Basic Information
Paper 111 : Sour ces of Sikh History: Basic Information
Paper 1V : Sikh Code of Conduct (Rehat Maryada): Basic

Information
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1. Paperl Sri Guru Granth Sahib Ji: Basic Infor mation

Revelation of Bani, History of its compilation & puortance.
Editing Scheme.

Contributors.

Bani’'s of Daily Prayer (Nitnem).

Study of Bani (Japji Sahib, Salok Sri Guru AngadevDli,
Anand Sahib, Lavan, Sukhmani Sahib).
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2. Paperll : History of Sikh Gurus. Basic I nfor mation

Sri Guru Nanak Dev Sahib Ji.

Sri Guru Anagad Dev Sahib Ji to Sri Guru RamdasiSih

Sri Guru Arjun Dev Sahib Ji.

Sri Guru Hargobind Sahib Ji to Sri Guru Tegh Balmeghhib Ji.
Sri Guru Gobind Singh Sahib Ji.
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3. Paperlll : Sources of Sikh History: Basic Information
Varan Bhai Gurdas & Kabits.

Janam Sakhis.

Sri Dasam Granth Sahib.

Gurbilas & Panth Prakash.
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Guru Partap Suraj Granth.



4. Paper |V : Sikh Code of Conduct (Rehat Maryada): Basic
I nfor mation
a. Origin & Form: Guru Nanak Sahib Ji to Guru Tegh Bdir
Ji.
b. Khalsa Code of Conduct: Sri Guru Gobind Singh Ji.
Individual & Panthic (Social) Code of Conduct.
Sikh Ceremonies (Birth, Name, Amrit, Anand Marriage
Death).
e. Sikh Festivals: Gurupurab, Maghi, Hola Mohalla, 8&khi &
Bandi Chhor Divas (Diwali).

Second Year

Paper V. : World Religions & Their Scriptures: Basic I nformation
Paper VI : Biographies of Bhagats: Basic | nformation
Paper VII : Prime Sikh Conceptsldeals & Institutions: Basic

I nformation

8.  Paper VIII: Prime Sikh Sects & Movements: Basic I nfor mation

5  PaperV World Religions & Their Scripture: Basic Information
Vedic Religion (Sanatan Religion).

Jainism & Buddhism.

Judaism & Christianity.

Islam.

Sikhism.
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6. Paper VI : Biographies of Bhagats: Basic I nfor mation
Baba Farid Ji.

Bhagat Namdev Ji.

Bhagat Kabir Ji.

Bhagat Ravidas Ji.
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Bhagat Dhanna Ji.



7.  Paper VII: Prime Sikh lIdeals & Institutions: Basic Infor mation
Akal Purkh (God).

Jagat (World).

Human Life (Man).

Shabad Guru.

Gurdwara, Sangat & Pangat.
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8. Paper VIII : Sikh Sects & Movements: Basic I nformation
Sikh Sects (Udasi, Nirmala, Sewapanthi & Nihang).
b. Obsolete Sects of Sikhism (Mina, Dhirmalias, Ranaak
Masands etc.).
Singh Sabha Movement.
Gurdwara Reform Movement.

e. Akali Morchas.



